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Highlights of Research in Year 1

In this work package,the processof recruitment for
obtaining informed consent from participants has
beenfinalised. Researchmaterials,includingpatient
and carer questionnaires, participant invitation
lettersandinformationsheetshavebeenproduced.

Currently, two continence clinics/ services have
agreed to act as recruitment sites for the project.
BarnsleyHospital ContinenceClinic is a specialist
service for older people. Sheffield Integrated
ContinenceServiceis a communitybasedservicefor
all members of the population. A third site, at
SheffieldTeachingHospitals,will be approachedto
takepart in the research. NHSethicsapprovalfor the
studywasobtainedin February2010.

Continenceconcernscanresult in older peoplelimiting the time
and distancesthat they are away from home, reducing their
quality of life. Work Package2 aimsto designsolutionsthat will
improve toilet provisionfor older people. We are doing this by
conductinguser researchfrom the perspectiveof two different
groups: those who use public toilets and those who provide
them.

Duringour first year we interviewed101 peopleabout their experiencesof toilets when away
from home. We summarisedthis researchby creating user profiles to represent groups of
intervieweesin termsof age,location,lifestyleandtheir concernsabout toilet facilities.

We designedconcept products and servicesfor 9 different toilet topics: Provision,Hygiene,
Security,Journey,Privacy,Location,Architecture, Product Designand User Experience. Our
conceptsrelating to ΨWƻǳǊƴŜȅΩhelped people to plan their day and find quality facilities. We
invited participantsto a designworkshopin Novemberwhere we presentedtheseideasto see
what they thought. We had very positive feedback to our concepts about planning and
wayfindinganda livelydiscussionon the prosandconsof unisexfacilities.

In the next phaseof the projectǿŜΩƭƭbe interviewingpeoplelinked to providingfacilities,from
local authorities to architectsand cleaners. By understandingthe obstaclesthat they facewe
aimto developour conceptsinto realisableanddetaileddesignsthat improvefacilitiesfor all.



Incontinence: The Engineering Challenge
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Gerontological Society of America  Annual Meeting

We are very pleasedto welcome Mary RosaryCaspillo-Brewer as
our new Project Administrator based at the Brunel Institute for
Bioengineering. Mary Rose,originally from the Philippines,has
studiedand worked at the AsianInstitute of Technologyin Thailand
andhasMScin FoodEngineeringand BioprocessTechnology. Mary
Rosebeganwork on the TACT3 projecton the 1st of March.

NEW PROJECT ADMINISTRATOR

The TACT3 project was introduced to this key biennial event by
Eleanor van den Heuvel. Bosco Fernandes of Manchester
University and Steve Smith of the University of the West of
Englandpresentedthe latest progresson TACT3 assistivedevice
developments.

Jo-AnneBichardof the HelenHamlynCentreof the RoyalCollegeof Art (Work Package2
Co-Investigator)haspresentedthe TACT3 project at a symposiumat GerontologicalSociety
of AmericaAnnualScientificMeetingin NewOrleansin November2009.

Developing Assistive Devices

Our focusgroupshaveconfirmedthe importanceof
the identified problemsof odour and pad leakage.
We havefound that discretionandreliability are the
key designfeaturesfor both products. Accordingto
our focus groups, the odour sensor should be
available in a variety of forms. So far most
participants favour a vibrating alert over a text
messagefor the Smart underwear but this may
changeasfurther groupsareconducted.

Sensorshavebeendevelopedthat are
capable of changing colour in the
presenceof ammonia at levels at or
below the senseof smell of humans.
We have been working hard to make

these sensorsresistant to water so
that we are ableto offer the choiceof
colourchangingjewellery.

If you would like to receive further copies of the tact3newsand/or future ones please let us know.
Also comments on the content and design of the tact3newswould be welcome.

Some examples of colour changing jewelleries

Bracelets

Rings

Key ring fobs

Pendants
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TheBrunelOldertŜƻǇƭŜΩǎReferenceGrouphas
beencreatedby researcherswho are interested
in aspectsof ageing. Our aim is to investigate
key issues for the large proportion of the
populationwho areaged50andover.

If you live locally to Brunel University and
would like to be sent information on the Brunel
Institute of AgeingStudies public events and
information about Brunel projects that are
looking for volunteers for their research
studies, we would like to hear from you.
Contactdetailscanbe foundon the backpage.

.ǊǳƴŜƭ hƭŘŜǊ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ wŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ DǊƻǳǇ 
(BORG) NEEDS YOU! 18 March 2010

Victoria Park Plaza IƻǘŜƭΰLondon
Age Concern and Help the Aged
UK bring you the essentialconferencefor
anyonewith an interest in publicpolicyfor
olderpeople.

More informationcanbeaccessedat:
http://www .ageconcern.org.uk/AgeConcern/annua
l-conference-2010.asp

Agenda for Later Life 2010

7th World Gerontechnology Conference

27-30 May 2010
Vancouver, Canada
The International Societyfor Gerontechnologypresentsthis World Conference,the principal
multi-disciplinary meeting for professionalsworking in the field of gerontechnology. The
conferencebringstogetherpeoplewho design,develop,prescribe,research,set policyfor and
use technologyto enhancethe health, functional capacityand quality of life of older adults.
Theseinclude engineers,architects, ICTexperts, computer scientists,gerontologists,health
careproviders,socialserviceprofessionals,leisureandrecreationspecialists,planners,housing
developersand managers,as well as people responsiblefor purchasingdecisionsin ageing-
relatedindustriessuchasassistedliving,carefacilitiesandhospitals.
More informationcanbeaccessedat: http://www.sfu.ca/isg2010/

European Association of Urology 25th Anniversary

16 - 20 April 2010
Barcelona, Spain
TheEuropeanAssociationof Urology(EAU)representsmore than 16,000urologyprofessionals
across Europe and worldwide. Its mission is to raise the standard of urological care in
Europe. EAU will be celebrating a milestone event that will bring together medical
professionalsfrom around the world. A wide range of topics will be presented, including
paediatrics,bladdercancer,femaleurology,renalcell carcinoma,reconstructionandfunctional
urology,BenignProstaticObstructionandstones.
More informationcanbeaccessedat: http://www.eaubarcelona2010.org/home/

10th Global Conference on Ageing

3 - 6 May 2010
Melbourne , Australia
Hostedby Councilon the Ageing,Victoria,this conferencewill providea reliableplatform for a
globalinformationexchangeandpoint of connectionfor all, workingto generatepositivesocial
changefor olderpeople.
More informationcanbeaccessedat: http://www.ifa2010.org/

More information about events and
conferences related to continence is
found on the TACT3 project website.
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The Tackling Ageing Continence through Theory, Tools and Technology address is:

Principal Investigator - Eleanor van den Heuvel
Brunel Institute for Bioengineering

Brunel University
Uxbridge, UB8 3PH, UK

Tel: 01895 266921
Eleanor.van.den.Heuvel@brunel.ac.uk

Project Administrator- Mary Caspillo-Brewer
Tel: 01895 267694

Mary.Caspillo-Brewer@brunel.ac.uk

http://people.brunel.ac.uk/~tact3
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